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November 18-24, 2006 

 
Aloha and Welcome from the Governor's Office in Hawai`i 

It is with pleasure we send you this e-newsletter. 
 

Quote of the Week 

"This is not just any 
construction project. The 
impact of this will be huge on 
real people's lives." 
 
- Governor Lingle, sharing her 
thoughts while inspecting the 
construction site of a new state 
emergency homeless shelter in 
Wai`anae. 

 

Thoughts of the Week 

"It's encouraging to see that 
state labor and agriculture 
officials are working on a plan 
to ease the upheaval for 
those workers, the majority 
of whom are well into mid-
life." 
 
- Honolulu Advertiser editorial, 
"Plantation shutdown demands 
swift action," praising the state 
departments of labor and 
agriculture for their quick actions to 
help former Del Monte employees.

 

"We're here to help. We have 
a good staff that has dealt 
with these issues in the 
past... We're committed to 
helping them to make sure 
that they find jobs in their 
future." 
 
- Nelson Befitel, director of the 
Department of Labor and Industrial 

 

 
●     

Governor Lingle tours site of new transitional 
emergency shelter on Leeward Coast. Read more here.  

●     

Governor encourages residents to help Hawai`i's less 
fortunate at Thanksgiving Day service. Read more. 
 

Governor Lingle Tours Site of 
New Transitional Emergency Shelter 

on Leeward Coast
 

Governor Lingle observed the concrete pour for the 
foundation of a temporary emergency transitional 
shelter being built by the State as part of the Lingle-
Aiona Administration's efforts to address the homeless 
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Relations, sharing the Lingle-Aiona 
administration's commitment 
to helping the 551 Del Monte 
employees who recently lost their 
jobs.        

 

 

"I want to set an example for 
my child and grandchild. If I 
change one person's life, I'm 
doing something."

- Dr. Noni Koch, volunteer at Next 
Step Homeless Shelter.

 

Upcoming Events

November 28, Governor 
Lingle and Lt. Governor Aiona 
will attend an open house at 
the Hawai`i Children's 
Discovery Center in 
Kaka`ako. 

November 29, Governor 
Lingle will attend the Hawai`i 
Secondary Student 
Conference, an event 
established to help students, 
grades 7-12, participate in 
the decision-making process 
of laws and government. 

November 30, Governor 
Lingle will be the keynote 
speaker at the University of 
Hawai`i at Manoa Women 
Leaders Networking 
Luncheon. 

November 30, Governor 
Lingle will join State Librarian 
Jo Ann Schindler in honoring 
the State Librarian of the 
Year. 

December 1, Governor 
Lingle will attend the 
inauguration ceremony for 
the Honorable Bryan J. 
Baptiste, Mayor of the County 
of Kaua`i, and the members 

problem on O`ahu's Leeward Coast.  "This is not a place 
where you can come and just flop down," Governor 
Lingle said. "This is a place you're going to be working 
on your own set of skills to enable you to become 
independent from the government."  When completed, 
the shelter will house 300 residents, and provide 
structured programs and services on site or in near 
proximity.  Last month, the state opened 
Onelau`ena emergency transitional shelter in Kalaeloa 
for approximately 200 homeless residents.

 

Governor Encourages Residents 
to Help Hawai`i's Less Fortunate 

at Thanksgiving Day Service
"It doesn't matter how 
much money the 
government has.  
Funding cannot replace 
the passion of the 
people," Governor Lingle 
said as she emphasized 
the importance of 
helping Hawai`i's 
homeless during the 
Thanksgiving Day 

worship service at Central Union Church. The Governor also 
thanked the congregation for serving as advocates for the 
homeless. Prior to the opening of the Next Step transitional 
shelter, Central Union and Kawaiahao Churches were at the 
forefront in taking care of the homeless after their eviction 
from Ala Moana Park. 

 

●     Listen to "Thanksgiving and the Homeless," by Hawai`i 
Public Radio. 

 

Governor Kicks-Off Season of Giving
"The Salvation Army's 
Red Kettle Campaign is 
important not only for 

http://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/blair/112406.mp3


of Kaua`i County Council. the money it collects, 
but also for the symbol 
that it projects to other 
people," Governor Lingle 
said as she emphasized 
the importance of giving 
during the holiday 
season. The Governor 
participated in the 

Salvation Army's Red Kettle Bell Ringing to raise funds to help 
Hawai`i families in need during the holidays.  The Salvation 
Army provides a variety of services, including: family services, 
addiction treatment services, family intervention services, 
adult rehabilitation center, Camp Homelani, family services 
office, preschool and other children's programs, and adult Day 
Care and other senior programs.

  

Honoring Hawai`i's Top Philanthropists 
"The warmth of Hawai`i 
is apparent in the 
generosity, compassion 
and aloha spirit of the 
people," Governor Lingle 
said as she joined the 
Association of 
Fundraising 
Professionals - Aloha 
Chapter in honoring Dr. 
Lawrence K. W. Tseu as 
Hawai`i's Outstanding 

Philanthropist of the Year.  The Governor congratulated Dr. 
Tseu for building a successful career as dentist and for his 
commitment to giving back to local, national, international 
community. The Association also honored Mitch D'Olier as 
Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser; Terry Wells as Outstanding 
Fundraising Professional; Fine Wine Imports as Outstanding 
Small Business; and Central Pacific Bank as Outstanding 
Corporation.

 

Governor Welcomes Swimmers 
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to Pearl City Invitational 
Governor Lingle 
welcomed more than 
500 swimmers from 
around the state to the 
27th Annual Pearl City 
Invitational Swim Meet. 
The Governor, who 
swims four days per 
week, congratulated the 
students for their 
participation and 

encouraged them to remain committed to aquatic sports.  This 
year, swim meet coordinators announced the event has been 
renamed as the "Ken Suenaga Pearl City Aquatics 
Invitational," in honor of Suenaga's 40 years as a coach and 
efforts to establish pool facilities at Central O`ahu Regional 
Park.      

 
Professional Bull Riders Welcomed  

to Hawai`i by Governor 
The Governor welcomed 
the nation's top bull 
riders to Hawai`i at the 
Professional Bull 
Riders' (PBR) 
Cheeseburger Island 
Style All- Star 
Challenge.  The event, 
the first indoor rodeo in 
Hawai`i, also featured 
Makawao-native, and 

crowd favorite, Myron Duarte.  "Once word gets out, I think 
you're going to see bigger and bigger crowds," Governor Lingle 
said. "It's great entertainment." PBR was founded in 1992. 
Every year, more than 100 million viewers tune in to watch 
rodeo events. 
 

 



 

Pilots from the 535th Airlift Squadron from Hickam Air Force 
Base fly their C-17 Globemaster III during a local training 
mission over the Hawaiian Islands.     
  
We invite you to submit digital photos of your loved 
ones who are serving our country in the defense of 
freedom and liberty around the world.  Please e-mail 
your photos and a brief caption to governor.
lingle@hawaii.gov. 
 

Departments of the Week

Labor and Industrial Relations 
and Agriculture

   

   
  

Job fair set for laid-

off workers 
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Honolulu 

Advertiser, 

November 21, 

2006

  

In the wake of Del Monte's decision to end operations in 
Hawai`i, the state departments of Agriculture and 
Labor have begun "rapid response" relief efforts for those who 
lost their jobs. 

"We're going to go out there and assess their skills, their job 
skills and determine what type of training they need, what job 
placement assistance they need," said Nelson Befitel, director 
of the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR). 

This week, Befitel and Board of Agriculture Chair Sandra Lee 
Kunimoto met with Del Monte management and Union officials 
to discuss a plan of action to assist the 551 affected 
employees. Over the next week, DLIR's rapid response team 
will meet with the employees to assess job skills and inform 
the workers of what types of services are available. The 
Board of Agriculture will continue to identify agricultural 
companies in need of employees. 

Both agencies are working together to coordinate a special job 
fair, which will be held December 13. 

Kunimoto is also focusing on ensuring 5,000 acres of pineapple 
land remains in agricultural use.  "It's our every expectation 



that it will stay as Ag land. As some of these former plantation 
lands open up, you've seen a wide variety of crops," she said. 

 

Plantation 

shutdown 

demands 

swift 

action 
 
Honolulu 

Advertiser, 

November 

21, 2006 

 
 
 

 

  

        

Empty 

park buoys 

hope for 

homeless 
 
Honolulu 

Advertiser, 

November 

19, 2006 
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Homeless 

shelter 

on its way 
 
The 

Garden 

Island, 

November 

19, 2006

 
 

Kaukau 

in 

Kaka`ako 
 
Honolulu 

Star-

Bulletin, 

November 

24, 2006 
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Governor, 

Mayor 

help start 

giving 

season 
 
Honolulu 

Advertiser, 

November 

21, 2006 

 
 
  

Airports 

to get 

more 

parking 
 
Honolulu 

Advertiser, 

November 

24, 2006 
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Jobless rate falls to 

2.1%, a U.S. low 
 
Honolulu Advertiser, 

November 22, 2006 

 

 

A taste of 

Hawai`i 

before 

heading 

home 
 
Honolulu 

Advertiser, 

November 

21, 2006 
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